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From the New York Herald-Tribune July 19, 1944, by permissio: 


mre es 
In a world where commmication 
are developed to the point where a 
home run is known by radio in the 
antipodes before the runner has got- 


Washington, D. C., July 30.—There is pending in Con- 
gress a bill 90 pages long, and containing roughly 17,000 
‘words, that makes the doctors of America shiver. In beief, 
ten past third base, there's no this bill proposes that the Federal Government spend 
Seer AB nauk etek e $3,000,000,000 more per year than it does now for medical 


medium as care and hospitalization of the people in general. 

Pivinion vette stats Bat aera Uncle Sam is already the heaviest spending patient in history—what 

ed arto ' arly perfect- with Army and Navy hospital systems, veterans’ care, and the various 
Ay ons don't get broadcast so ablic health services operated under direction of the U. S. Sangeon 


quickly. There has been a conven- ral. F 
tion in Chicago, and Mr. Roosevelt This additional $3,000,000,000, also to be administered primérily 

eee under control of the Surgeon General, is looked on by the doctors a4 
has been nominated for a fourth the absolutely last ton of bricks to flatten them into machine parts of 
term. The New York Post, P M, the @ government-run medical bureaucracy. 


Dai Worker - Another Brainchild of Senator Wagner. 
ly Wo » and others of the The 17,000 words, all highly technical snd with complicated legal 


Left wanted Mr. Wallace again. The jmeaning, were put together by New York’s Senator Wagner and 
campaign managers regarded him as a_ | Senatot Murray of Montana, as an amendment to the already existing 
political liability, and Mr. Roose— | federal social security laws. 

velt, who four years ago said Mr. In its preamble, the bill reads uke a gilt-edge bond against all 


Wallace would a _ | the ills that human ftesh is heir to, for it proposes “to provide for 
be his vice president the general welfare; to alleviate the economic hazards of old age, pre- 


ial candidate or else, said this isability, si loymen ependency 
ture death, disability, sickness, un t, and d Nabe: 
year that he would leave it to the ote) ete z : tes x nee vovldeuniveiual aie 
ust Congress can Pp i “premature 
convention. Hence this cartoon in death” or the “economic hazards” thereof is not 20 clear. But the 


the Herald-Tribume on Jyly 19, and Ameriean Medical Association looks an the bill as a provision fer the 


the 4 mature death of the sort of medicine that has brought the U. 8. A, 
he editor pro tem hopes that what- | Kevhighest health standards in the history of man, | 


ever your politics, you will get a And, of course, the $8,000,000,000 worth of medical work to be 
Snicker out of done eath year under the terms of this bill won’t be free at all After 
ut of it. 
all, who escapes taxes, except by “premature death?” 
Your editor does know this: But at any rate, here is how the project is supposed to work: the 


ls so Surgeon General is authorized to list hospitals in which patients may 
doctors in the armed forces want to receive tax-paid benefits for from 30 to 90 days. 


know to what kind of a post-war world He has also the final say-so as to the organizing of panels of 
general physicians and specialists—he, alone, will say who is a special- 


they are coming howe to, and the ist—to do tax-paid preventing and curative medicine the country over. 
Wagner—Murray—Dingeil bill is some— Doctors will serve according to his instructions and appointment— 
or else. 


thing they ar 
ig they are watching with a great Washington Would Boss All Doctors. 


deal P of interest. Therefore he is In brief, the entire basic system of medical practice in America 
passing along the accompanying signed | will be governed by the head of one federal bureau in Washington if 


; the bill goes through. And some astonishingly clever maneuvers have 
story in The Daily News for July 51, been started to blast it through at the psychologic moment. 


by Frank C. Waldrop, headed "The Doc- Pek instance, have vox had abi eeteine s doctor, tnteted areerce 
tors." The News, which is C-lonel is so short on civilian physicians that the house of delegates C) 
é o American Medical Association warns that an epidemic of influenza oF 
McCormick of Chicago, supported Mr. ye pipe ay 


similar disease would sweep the country in devastating fashion. The 

Roosevelt four years ago. It is not ania Just can’t get aeouind to eyed pene now, and in a few years, 
ing ings will be worse, according to the 

Puppor’ him this year. This is Britain, Canada and Russia, looking ahead to the troubles of post- 

passed on to you to show what the news readjustment, are enlarging their system of medical training now, 

paper with the largest circulation in |¥% 9" no war. 


But Mr. Roosevelt, in his infinite wisdom, is working in exactly the 
the world had to say on this date re [opposite direction. The overworked older doctors of America are dying 
medicine administered by the State. 


‘at the rate of 4,000 a year. They are being replaced at the rate of only 
Unless the coming election sweeps in 


500 a year—because F. D. R. has decreed that no pre-medical 
tudents shall be deferred from the draft. By 1948, end:of Term IV, 
a number of pro-administration con- 
gresamen and senators, it is your ed- 


if any, the effect of this policy would leave the U. S. with 10,000 fewer 
octors than it has today. 

The house of delegates of the AMA has begged Mr. Roosevelt to 
itor's belief that the W-N-D bill think twice about this, and warned him that the result will be a critical 
will not pass, 

So much for medico-political con- 
Siderations, and now for the R & C 


oss for the private practice of medicine in the postwar era when care 
or the veterans will in itself be a Fizantic assignment and world de- 
and for American medical skill will hit us. 
The Trap Will Be Sprung Opportunely. 
There just won’t be enough young doctors to fill the ranks as 
i, . Your guest conductor for this the older men die, they show by simple mathematics. But there will 
ssue and the next is your associate e a “crisis,” and an “emergency.” And then, the political geniuses 
Roentgenologist Dr. Ramsay S pillman, n spring the Wagner-Murray beartrap dt the moment when the 
whose scrap-book item "Ode to Spring" 
in a recent issue (not original with 
him) went over so big that when the 
editor went on vacation, he put the 
bee on R. S. to pinch-hit as editor. 


country’s desperation for medical attention will be at its peak. 
The doctors: are up against some of the ablest political propa- 
So with the able aid of Mrs. Brehn, 
here is your paper. 


ists who ever lived. If F. D.R. gets his fourth term, he will social- 
them for sure; if he can. 
The doctors can beat him at his game only by tossing all their 
ks and quacks out of their medical societies, by showing they care 
re for their patients’ welfare than for their elaborate “ethical” 
ion of doctors who have double-dealt with the public. 
They have a heavy policing job to do in their own ranks if they 
the publie to stand with them against the Wagner-Murray 
joggernaut, and without the publie on their side it will crush them. for 
re. yr? i‘ LP hho t 


: ‘ gis e 965% 
~ ) . ay ws a 
‘ 
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Before leaving the topic of “fashinston control of medicine, it might be of 
interest to record that the Social Security Board is making a survey of how many 
minutes it takes a roentgenologist to examine and report on’a finger, a toe, a 
gastro-intestinal tract, "for future reference". Your editor is informed on this 
activity because the-investigator has been in to see him. He and a number of other 
roentgenologists have been cooperating fully to give all the data requested, for the 
reason that when as and if, doctors will be better off under bureaucrats who have 
authentic data on which end is up, rather than under bureaucrats like the one who 
advised, from Washington, that the farmers take the shoes off the horses*when they 
were not working, because of a shortage of metal making horse-shoes scarce. Some 
of our readers being from the sticks, will spot the ridiculous element in this; if 
you've been raised exclusively on asphalt, we might explain that you don't take off 
and put on shoes on‘horses as you do on peoples; you ride one horse to the blacksmith, 
bareback, leading the other, and spend most of an afternoon while the blacksmith fits 
the shoe to the hoof and vice versa. Under the spreading chestnut tree... 


Typographical errors are the bane of the editor who rakes them, and the joy 
of the editor who spots them in the work of somebody else. Dr. Ray Lewis calls our 
attention to an item in this paper for August 1, "Major Converse dripped in for a 
visit.” Purely a. typographical error, ilajor. Drop in again. Now there is the 
Electric Boat Company, Groton, Connecticut, about which there was a lengthy piece 
in the Satevepost for July 8, telling how the stock was 50 cents a share in 1932. 
It's about $25. over the counter now, we found on looking it up. They make submerine 
boats. The August 1 issue said “Dr. Farley is surgeon for the Electric Boar Com- 
pany." That explains what we never could understand before: why they call them pig 
boatse 7 


The hospital is installing a deep therapy department, which will be directed 
by Dr. Ruth Snyder, of the staff of Memorial Hospital. It is expected to be of a 
good deal of help in spinal arthritis, which the hospitel sees more of than it does 
of bone tumors, rap on wood. The machine will be in the room that forms the north- 
west corner of the main floor. As the therapy department will probably not require 
as much of its director's time as the diagnostic department does, Dr. Snyder will 
inherit the cell which Dr. Levis has occupied, overlooking the alleywey between the 
hospital and the taxpayer just to the wests while Dr. Lewis will build thee more 
stately mansions, 0 my soul, in the former private waiting=room just to the left of 
the west entrance, with a window giving out onto the street. The hospital welcomes 
Dr. Snyder to its staff, and more povrer to her if she can do something for the 
arthritics, This is a subject which was occupying the attention of the late Dr. 
Haig. Kasabach, of Presbyterian Hospital; he had a large number of highly encouraging 
case reports. 


Your editor, who is just through with getting out a news-letter to the New 
York Roentgen Society, has sent in that through Lt. Col. Bob Ball of Presbyterien, 
a greeting to Lt. Col. Bob Patterson. This is a followup on it, and is to inform 
Bob that the spastics and the people with subdeltoid bursitis miss him, as do all 
here. Greetings also to Col. Russell Patterson, at Letterman Generale With one in 
England and one in San Francisco, the sun never sets on the British Empire, or on 
the Pattersons. 3 


Now for a couple of letters. The first is from Lt. Col. Edger ii. Bick, 
somewhere in Italy. "The theatre is so very active these days that one doesn't know 
from day to day what, when or where happens next. However, we're all very optimistic. 
Qur boys were somewhat amused at the newspaper announcements of the ‘Invasion of 
Europe’. Hell, sir, our own 5th Army invaded Europe last year - without the church 


ate, 


bells! I've seen a number of our colleagues from neighboring hospitals and some 
passing thru - ‘leapfrogging'. Obletz - ‘Plummer's Boy' of Buffalo, Percival Kahn 
ef New Orleans and. others. We are all having the same problems, and for the most . 
sart meeting. them along similar lines. I have three enlisted mens plaster teams = 
‘hey have been with me for a year and a half and they are expert. Their hip spicas 
ers worthy of our plaster rooms back home. Please remember me to my friends at the 
icspitale . 


Dr. Wilson has received a letter from Lt. Cmdr. Mal Stevens who writes 
®s follows: ."Thought it might be of some interest to you to hear from one of your 
former pupils who is in England and who is not in the Army. Our type of life is 
possibly a bit different although we are all here for the same purpose and until 
the casualties are redistributed the Army and Navy have been handling anything that 
is routed to us. For instance our first group of casualties were paratroupers and 
glider forces who caught a little hell from the Krauts who were in prepared posi- 
tions. They are a determined fine group of men each with a thrilling experience and 
a tale to tell. Their esprit de corps is wonderful --- and I think the German 
goose is in the oven. Lately, we have had in a few hundred Navy casualties but, in 
general, we have only run (we, the Navy) about 30% of our expected casualties which 
is ea comfortable feeling. ‘Ye have a splendid hospital with good equipment and well 
trained men, War is an expensive business but it gives you a warm feeling to real- 
ize you are a member of a democracy willing to contribute unlimited financial re- 
sources for the medical care of our fighting men considered quite expendable by 
some nations.... My time in the Navy has been interesting . . a year at Sampson in 
charge of orthopaedic surgery, a few months at Brooklyn Naval as a general handy man 
in general surgery, pediatrics, gynecology, outpatient and orthopaedic surgery » . . 
3 weeks at the Induction Center in N.Y.C. (terrible duty) . . . 3 weeks down at 33 
Pine in Officer Procurement, a very pleasant soft job with tremendous lunches at 
the Wall Street Club... . and now the big show over here which is a source of some 
satisfaction and makes me grateful for the orthopaedic training you gave mee... 
Have been in charge of orthopaedic surgery here and nearly 90% of our injured have 
been orthopaedic in nature. Have had a few interesting cases (the patients are all 
interesting) ..Oub of our last 100 stretcher cases six patients have almost identi- 
cal injuries of shelving fractures of the tibia into the Knee joint following the 
explosion of mines during invasion . . someone has called these #deck pressure’ 
fractures I believe. All should have open reductions and fixation but are in some 
instances complicated by wounds which necessitates conservative treatment at present. 
Many of our patients have shrapnel in various parts of the body and I appreciate 
more than ever the feeling of hunting for a needl’ in a haystack even with good 
X-ray and needle localization. We have no localizer such as Moorhead describes...e. 
There is a lighter side to England and I feel there are very few medical heroes 
based on this jolly Island. We live in the hospital. . . have a heated room apiece 
(I did live in a Nissen Hut for two months) a mess boy to shine our: shoes and care 
for our quarters. The hospital has a wonderful icer which seems, to furnish: un- 
limited quantities of fine ice which blends nicely with Old Grandad, Old Taylor, 
Scotch or Rum --and we have all of those. We have a fine Officer's Mess and are 
noted for having. the finest food along the coast. Visitors from the Mediterranean 
and visiting ships from the other invasion coast marvel at our steaks, fried chicken, 
salads, fresh eggs and pie a la mode... I have many friends in the RAF and have flowm 
in Yellingtons and Sunderlands on patrol. Have a jeep available for business and 
social purposes. Bought a bicycle in Liverpool (no coupons needed) and flew it beck 
in a bomber to So. Wales where I've been exhausting myself trying to pedal up the 
hills. We have beautiful country and beaches. Raced a jeep along the sands of Pen- 
dine (where they used to hold speed tests) last Sunday while on a picnic. . Spent — 


: s f 
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five days in London in the midst of the "flying bomb raids" and saw many night and 
(ay. One close enough to blow the taxi door on me and knock me down (no purple 
heart please). I was glad to get out. ‘vent through a Blitz in London on arrival 
nnd when I drove to Bristol to get a truck load of liquor they had another one there. 
“uite interesting! Regards to al1%” 


A note from Capt. Bill Stark, one of last year's resident orthopods, informs 
us that he is at the Shaunessey Military Hospital, Vancouver, B.C. on the orthopaedic 
service, and that he will "no doubt be seeing a lot of another R. & C. graduate, 

Don Starr who is practicing out there". However, we had a line from Donald Starr, 
orthopaedic resident 1939-42, saying that he hopes to be in the Army by fall. 


Lt. Lynn Callin, orthopaedic resident 1942-43, stopped in for a brief visit 
on July 3lst on his way to Camp Lejeune, New River, N.C. to join 2 Marine unit. For 
the past several weeks, he has been stationed at a Marine hospital in San Diego and 
he reports seeing Cmdr. DeSanto on the west: coast, and Dr. Al Rodi, the latter 
another of last year's orthopods who is now doing very well wtih Dr. John ‘Jilson and 
a private practice in the vicinity of Los Angeles. Lt. Callin also reports that 
Ken Cooley, orthopaedic resident 1935-37, after being rejected four times by the 
Army, has finally been accepted by the Navy, and is presently stationed at Newport 
News. Lieutenant or Lieutenant Commander, Kent. 


From Dallas Texas, Ben Schoolfield writes, "I served at the R. & C. right 
after my return from France in that other Yorld “far, have been here practicing 
orthopaedic surgery since June 1921. My service in this war has been limited to 
some work in examination of inductees". 


Frank Teague, (Santa Claus at our annual. Christmas party in 1942) writes 
from Indianapolis that he opened an office there June lst and has been rejected by 
the Army. 


Miss Evans informs us that Carolyn Wilson, former 0O.R. Nurse, stationed at 
the Borden General Hospital, Chickasha, Oklahoma, has been promoted to the rank of 
Captein, Congratulations, Captain ‘Jilson. 


Mejor Max Blumer, orthopaedic resident in 1927, writes that he has been in 
service since February 1944 and was stationed at Lawson General Hospital until 
July 27, 1944, His present address which is temporary is A.S.F. Personnel Replace- 
ment Depot, Camp Reynolds, Greenville, Pa. 


Rich Stephens has received a letter from Lt. Cmdr. Richard Schorr, Fleet 
Postoffice, san Francisco, California, who writes, "After various changes I find 
myself away out in the Pacific living in what seems to be a most comfortable way 
and not minding it too much. There's been no pediatrics, just a general sick call. 
My job on Islend X is to ba sanitation. Maybe I can dig up a few babies. The 
Record and Chronicle has bean coming to me almost without interruption and it is 
almost as welcome as any other news from home. Though I worked there for 15 years, 
I didn't mingle an awful lot in the hospital life and rather expected to be for- 
gotten. I had not forgotten any of the boys and it is good to hear that you're not 
letting a mere war disrupt the good work. I see by the papers you have a victory 
garden. What are you growing? I hope to plant one too in a few weeks, onions and 
tomatoes. ‘What does Dr. Lewis do these days aside from his hospital duties? I see 
no mention of Alexander and hope he hasn't gotten too busy. If you see any of my 
friends remember me kindly to them and if you get a chance supplement the R. & C. 
news a little”, 


~6= 


‘Yhen the Editor asked (via secretary) Dr. Lewis to tell Cmdr. Schorr what 
he does aside from his hospital duties, Ray passed the buck with the statement that 
the Editor knows full well just what he (Ray) is doing these days. ‘fhen we per- 
sisted in our request for a.few sentences for this issue, Dr. Lewis became even more 
raluctant to give out with any information and ‘stated thet maybe it. would be best 
if he didn't say what he is doing these days. Maybe we should never have asked. 
However, a piece on osteoid osteoma which has been: published in the July issue of 
the American Journal of Roentgenology indicates that he is spending at least part 
of his time in constructive medical channels. His son Craigin is a Lieutenant (j.g.) 
in the line of the Navy and is on active duty in the Pacific. 


Joe Alexander was even more modest and uncommunicative when called upon 
to give some news of himself, stating that he is doing the same things he has always 
done. Te can tell Omdr. Schorr that Dr. Alexander is still faithfully holding down 
our Medical Clinic and we hope;,the approaching football season doesn't keep him too 
busy to make his Monday visits as usual. 


Sid Shafer, who finished his residency May lst, but hates to leave us, re- 
ports on the orthopaedic resident staff for the benefit of’ those who are wondering 
where hospital residents come. from these days: The newest member of our Orthopaedic 
resident staff is Dr. S. J. Yue. He comes to us from China, having traveled: by boat, 
train, and air, via India and Australia. He tells us that his trip from China to 
the United States took two months. Dr. Yue had surgical training for five years 
under the guidance of Dr. James Shen. Before leaving for the west, Dr. Yue was a 
member of the Chinese Medical Corps, a unit of the Chinese Expeditionary Force and, 
was stationed on the Burma front for six months. He was sent to the. United States 
by the Chinese Government for further training in orthopaedics, and intends to re- 
main in this country for two years. Other members of the Orthopaedic resident staff 
at the present are Dr. Daniel Eck of Tennessee, Dr. Roberto Olmedo, Paraguay, both 
senior residents, Dr. Henrique deGoes of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Dr. Andrew Schild- 
haus of Vermont, the assistant residents, Dre Robert Erdman of England, and Dr. 
Custis Haynsworth of South Carolina, junior residents. Perhaps the future name of 
the hospital will be the Second International House. 


Dr. John Cobb has taken on a side line of cat surgery and is very good at 
it. The case wes somewhat ‘vished upon him, to wit: Dr. Larry Cotter’s son Chester's 
Siamese cat fell out of a third story window and refused to use the left front leg 
afterward. Following the accident, Dr. Spillman, who would rather x-ray a quadruped 
anytime than a human patient, demonstrated a long oblique fracture of the humerus 
which split off a triangular fragment, including the capitellum. Dr. Cobb was 
appealed to and he rigged up an arrangement which kept the injured extremity in a 
sort of sling, and the cat wore it. in great content for a little more than two 
weeks.’ One morning he. pulled it all off end walked downstairs for the first time 
since ie injury by way of announcing that he was recovered, and an x-ray made that 
same day showed callus with preservation of the relations. This cats, like all 
Siamese cats, has a scoliosis of the tip of the tail, but, as that is a matter of 
election, it was decided not to do. aie nar about it at the (thine 7 : 


A note as. to the credit for the drop article on page 2:3 the Neva bevel 
us that it originally appeared in the ashington Times-Herald, and when permission 
to reproduce it was requested, we were referred to the Yashington paper. Permission 
has been granted from that source from lr. Veldrop alailatd in acknowedemanie of 
which this by-line is gladly eivena te ; 


This is all for now... . we will be back again September lst. 


